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110YAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF TUB 

L'OUTIETll ANKlVliUSAttY MEETING OF THE SOCIETY. 

Held on the 18th May, 18G3. 

MAJOll-GENERAL Silt II. C. RAWLINSON, 
K.C.B., F.U.S., &c, &c, 

IN THE CHAIIt. 



Tub following Report of the Council was read by the Secre- 
tary : — 

The Council is happy to he able to commence its Report, 
by notifying to the Society, that Jlis Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, who has just been admitted a Member of 
the Royal Asiatic Society by acclamation, has been further 
graciously pleased to accept of the oflice of Vice- Patron, 
which hail reinained vacant since the death of his illustrious 
father. The Council sincerely congratulates the Society on 
this auspicious event. 

The Council have further to report, that during the past 
year, nothing more has transpired with respect to the pro- 
posed amalgamation of the I libraries of (he Kant India Oflice 
with that of the Society, nor in regard to accommodation 
being afforded us in any public building, whereby our heavy 
outlay in rent, taxes, &c., might be saved. 

The Society's Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, 
with the assistance of its Honorary Secretary, J. C. Maish- 
inan, Esq., has continued to hold meetings, and to consider 
the subjects of pa pom laid before it. Several of these 
have appeared in the Society's Journal, and others are in- 
tended for speedy publication. The amount of interest which 
it was hoped would be taken by certain classes in the pro- 
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ceedingB of the Committee, has not been fully realized. Still, 
though the Committee will not, for the present, have occasion 
to eall on the Society for any further pecuniary assistance, 
it will meet from time to time, to consider such questions 
of interest as may arise, and will communicate to the Society 
such papers of importance as may be laid before it. 

Every effort has been made by the Council to ensure tho 
regular quarterly issue of the Society's Journal. Unavoidable 
difficulties have, however, caused some delay in the appear- 
ance of the second part of the current volume, which has 
just been published. A greater amount of matter, also, than 
was at lirst anticipated, having, in consequence of his suc- 
cessful decipherments, accumulated in the hands of Unaccom- 
plished author of the article on Bactrian Inscriptions, whereby 
the pages of the third part have been considerably encroached 
upon, it has been resolved to bring out the remainder of the 
volume in a double part, whioh will accordingly appear in 
July. 

The attention of the Council has been particularly drawn to 
the expense attending the publication of the Journal. This 
has been found to press on our means, not only with severity 
from the largeness of the outlay annually incurred, but also 
with inconvenience, from its fluctuating character. Various 
propositions have from time to time been considered, with a 
view to regulating this expenditure, and reducing it within 
more moderate limits. Ultimately, the Council has decided 
upon contracting with an eminent Loudon firm, Messrs. 
Trubner and Co., of Paternoster [low, for the publication of 
the Journal at a fixed sum per volume, exclusive solely of 
the charges for plates, woodcuts, maps, table-work, the use 
of very rare types, and alterations of, or additions to, original 
matter, when once in proof. 

It is believed that this arrangement will be of some benefit 
to the Society as an actual measure of economy, while it is 
held for certain, that much greater publicity will be given to 
the Society's Proceedings among the Orientalists of tho 
Continent, through the many foreign correspondents of 
Messrs. Tiiibner and Co., and that the reputation of our body 
will thus be proportionally increased. 

It is proposed, under the new arrangement, to publish, as 
now, a volume of the Journal annually, divided into two, 
three, or four parts, at the discretion of the Council. 

It may not be useless to call the attention of our Members 
to one of the charges, which, as above stated, are not in- 
cluded in the lixed contract with our publishers, viz., those 
arising out; (if alterations or additions in articles contributed 
to our Journal, after the 6ame have been set up in type. 
The cost of such alterations or additions is sometimes very 
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considerable ; and Members who favour ns with papers, will 
at once perceive (hat this is an item of expense, in respect to 
which they can, in preparing their manuscripts, importantly 
benelit the funds of the Society. 

At our last anniversary the circumstance was stated, (.hut 
a collection of articles of various descriptions, natural and 
manufactured, had been sent by the Mysore Government to 
the International Exhibition, at the close of which they were 
to be presented to our Society. These articles have, ac- 
cordingly, since been received, and are now added to our 
Museum. 

The Secretary or State Tor India has kindly presented to 
our Library a number of valuable books, which we did not 
before possess, and of which duplicates existed in the Library 
of the Bast India Ofiicc; also the fourth volume of the " Rig 
Veda Sanhita," edited by l'rofessor Max Midler. 

,J. Muir, Esq., has presented the fourth volume of his 
"Sanskrit Texts," and Professor Goldstiicker, the fifth part of 
his " Sanskrit Dictionary." 

The Council h:is authorised the presentation of copies of 
our Journal to the Geological Museum of Calcutta, to the 
United Service Institution of Western India, and to the 
Library of the College of Civil Engineering at Roorkcc. 

The two copper plates mentioned in Inst, year's Report as 
having been presented to the Society by A. A. Roberts, Esq., 
have proved to be fragments of one sole plate ; and in the 
hands of Professor Dowson (aided by the suggestions of 
E. Norris and E. Thomas, Bsqrs.), the inscription on them has 
not only been deciphered, but has proved the means of 
enabling several other relies from the Punjab to be satisfac- 
torily translated, and has also furnished a key to the system 
of arithmetical notation used in that class of inscriptions. 

The Council regrets to observe somewhat of a falling off 
in the number of our Members during the past year, the 
losses by death or retirement having rather exceeded the 
accession of new Members. And of these latter, a large 
proportion being non-resident, the pecuniary loss is even 
greater than the men; numerical diminution might indicate. 
The account is as follows : — 

Elections. — Resident Members, six ; Non-resident, ten. Total 
16. 

Deaths: Members who had compounded for their subscrip- 
tions, two; Original, one; Resident, three; Non-Resident, two. 
Total 8. 

Retirements: Resident, fifteen; A 'on- Resident, two. Total 17. 

Total lose.— Compounded, two ; Original, oik; ; Resident, 
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eighteen ; Non-Rcsident, four. Making altogether, 25 Mem- 
bers.* 

In money value these figures represent u yearly addition 
lo our funds of only twenty-eight guineas, against a diminu- 
tion of sixty guineas ; and this again makes, as the general 
result, a loss of thirty-two guineas.! 

It is computed that (his year our income, with the aid of 
ccrtttiu exceptional receipts, will quite cover our expenses. 
And, sis the mini voted for the purposes of the Committee of 
Agriculture and Commerce has now heen drawn, while there 
appears suilicient reason to anticipate that the new arrange- 
ment for the publication of the Journal will effect a saving on 
that head, it may be hoped that next year also our receipts 
will quite balance our expenditure. 

Proceeding now to the notice of those of our deceased 
Members, respecting whom some little account has been 
found accessible, we have first to mention the late Henry, 
third Marquis of Lansdowne, K.G., P.O., who was one of the 
Original Members of this Society. His Lordship served on the 
Council for a short period from 1848, and the calls of business 
on his lime was the sole preventive to his acceding to the 
wish of the Council to put him in nomination for election as 

* JHected. — Resident: Ilia ltoyul Highness (he l'rineu of Wales j 
Bov. S. Henle ; Hermann Uii'kiu'll, Ebij. ; H. 10. U. l'usey, Esq. ; Joseph 
Const mil inc, Esq. j Kev. Dr. 15. Spooner. Non- Residents t ltujidt V. L. V. 
N . Con jeveram ; O. Ij. N. Chelly, ICuq. ; S. 1). Nuzimjung llaluuloor, 
Esq. ; Dr. Dhau-Diiji, G.O.M.C. i A. M. Don leans, ICsq. ; Lieutenant 
H. 11. Miles; M. Coninnrnsmny ; W. Dickson, Esq.; Oiipl. M. W. Chit i 
Henry I'. Lo Mesurior, Hsq. 

Retirements. — Resident: W. A. Shaw, Esq. j Charles dubbins, Esq.; 
T. Robinson, Esq. ; Sir John Weddorburn ; James Waddell, Esq. ; Sir 
H. 0. Montgomery ; Edward Hamilton, Esq.; T. 8. Gladstone, Esq.; 
Murray Gladstone, Esq. ; Itev. T. Preston ; A. U. Hill, Esq. ; J. Jaekson, 
Esq. ; Colonel W. 11. Sykes ; W. V. Adam ; Bev. Ceo. Buittll. JVom- 
Jtesident : Cotton Matlier, Esq. ; Captain II. Q. lttiverty. 

Deaths, — Resident; Lieutenant-Colonel C. Thoresby ; Walter Ewer, 
Esq.; Marquis of Lunsdowuc ; Lieiiteuiinl-Oencrul Sir .1 nines Outriun ; 
Oeo. Forbes, Esq. Nou- Resident : T. A. Complon, Esq. ; Lieuteiiant- 
(Jenerul Cutlen ; Mir/.a Ja'fer Khan. 

+ 15 Retirements ill three guineas 47 5 

2 do. at one guinea 2 2 

49 7 

3 Deaths at three guineas 9 II 

1 do. at two guineas 2 2 

2 do. ut one guinea 2 2 13 13 

Tot ul loss by deaths and retirements 03 

(I Eleel ions id three guineas 18 18 

10 do. at one guinea 10 10 29 8 

Total money loss 83 12 
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President, lie wan born on tli<; 2imJ of .Inly, 1780, and was 
in liiH eighty-third year when a slight accident became lli<; 
proximate cause (if his <lciit.li on Uic last day of January, 1805J, 
lie having succeeded to the Mar (innate on I lu; deal li of liiH elder 
brother in 180'J. His Lordship's public life iH too well known 
to need any comment here. Sullicc it to Ray that ho wuh 
beloved by all who knew him, and that he was ever noted an 
a generous patron of the arts and of literature, a promoter of 
education, and a liberal-minded man in every respect. 

LlEUTKNANT-GlCNKH/U. Sill Ja.MF.S OlITIMM, HaHT., G.C.B., 

K.S.I., born in 1805, fust went to India in lKI'J, and was 
shortly afterwards appointed a Lieutenant in the 2!.ird Regi- 
ment of Bombay Native Infantry. Serving with this he first 
achieved distinction by making, with two hundred men of 
the regiment, a forced march of thirty-live miles, attacking 
and capturing the fastness of an insurgent leader, who had 
hoisted the standard of the I'eishwa, in a hill fortress in Can- 
doish. The eye of Moutitstuart Klphiiistonc, then Governor 
of Roinbay, recognized the merit of the young ollicor. Pro- 
motion from regimental service to a civil mission followed ; 
and from 1828 to 185(5, we find Outram employed, first 
against, and then over, the wild and lawless Bheels of Can- 
deish, ever giving fresh proof of the possession of great 
qualities, not only as a soldier, but also as a ruler of men. 
From 18515 to 18518, he was employed in establishing order in 
the Malice Kauta, a province of Guzorat. 

On the breaking out of the war in Afghanistan in 185)8, 
Outram, as many others, laid down his civil appointment, and 
was made an honorary Aido-de-Oamp on the staff of General 
Sir John Kcanc, who was then commanding the Bombay divi- 
sion of the army sent against Dost Muhanuned Khan. By the 
greatest activity, Outram nearly succeeded in hunting down 
this celebrated chief ; but he generously refused to effect 
the capture of the fugitive when a traitor offered him the 
means. 

Outram afterwards joined the expedition of Sir T. Will- 
shire against Khelat in Beluchistan. After the capture of 
that stronghold, he volunteered to cany the General's dis- 
patches to Bombay through the enemy's country; and this 
service he performed by disguising himself as a holy man, 
and travelling, in oik; week, a distance of three hundred and 
sixty miles to Kurrachee, whence he proceeded by ship. 1'W 
these various proofs of zeal and ability he was gazetted a 

Major in the army, and was soon after i ed Political Agent 

in Lower Sind. Here, uniting, as before, vigour in action 
with sympathy and kindness whenever he could create tin; 
opportunity, he soon gained the conlidcnco of tho Hyderabad 
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Ameers, as he ilitl also that of Nasser Khun, llio youthful 
successor to the throne of Khclsit, when afterwards suin- 
nioneil to the post of Upper Sind. 

Dining the disasters of the iirmy in Afghanistan, in 1841-2, 
Outram was linn in advising that tlie foe should he chastised ; 
and he rendered most eminent service hy throwing into Kan- 
dahar, at that critical juncture, troops, stores, ammunition, 
and money. 

Outram was at Hyderabad in Lower Sind, when General 
Sir 0. Napier advanced on that place to coerce the Ameers 
into the adoption of a new line of policy. Notwithstanding 
the entreaties of the Ameers, and their declarations that they 
would he powerless to control the populace, Outram remained 
at his post. His defence of the Residency, when at length 
assailed hy the Beluchis of the place, has been called one of 
the brightest records on the page of Indian history. General 
Sir C. Napier had before this styled Outram the Bayard of 
India j but the policy now adopted in Sind, and the series of 
operations which thence ensued, brought on between these 
two great men a controversy which has been universally 
regretted. But Outram sledfaatly adhered to his principle of 
dealing kindly and justly to the inhabitants of our Indian 
empire — principles on which he acted alike while Commis- 
sioner in Sind and while in the Mahratta country as Resident 
at Sattara, to which latter post he was appointed in 1 8-15. 
lie had previously visited England on furlough, and after his 
return to India had again adorned his name by a series of 
worthy exploits in Kolapoor and Sawuntwaree against the 
local insurgents. 

In 1847, Sir George Clerk appointed him Resident at Ba- 
roda — the highest post in the gift of the Governor of Bombay. 
Removed from thence by Sir George's successor, Outram again 
visited England, and on his return to India was appointed to 
Aden. 

When Lord Dalhousie, in 1855, resolved on the annexation 
of Oude, Outram was selected to carry out the measure, 
which he did with all the consideration in his power. His 
health then failing he came to England in 1850 ; but the war 
with Persia soon caused his services to be again required, and 
he was appointed to command the expedition to Bushire. 
Completely successful, he soon forced the Court of Teheran 
to sue for peace, anil so to set him free to tly to the aid of his 
countrymen imperilled in India itself by the outbreak of the 
Sepoy Mutiny. Having been appointed Chief Commissioner 
of Oude, he marched to Cawnpore, united his corps to that 
under the heroic llavelock, and then proceeded to the first 
relief of the small garrison of Lucknow, beleaguered in that 
place by hosts of rebels and mutineers. In this advance he 
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moat, generously put his OouunisRiniicrship in abeyance, and 
volunteered to Bcrvi: under ilaveloek an a subordinate. Tlio 
devoted Lallan try displayed by Uie garrison of f/iicknow, 
bol.li before and after Oiifrani and Ilaveloek bad joined them, 
is too well known to need more than a passing allusion here. 
Afterwards, on the first advance of Sir Colin Campbell, his 
relief of the garrison, and his subsequent retreat to Oawn- 
pore, Outrani was left in charge of the |x>st of the Abnnbagh, 
which he not only defended for three months against im- 
mensely superior numbers of assailants, but from whence he 
succeeded in implanting in the minds of the great landed 
chiefs of the province the ide.a that the power of England 
must prevail. In the final attack on Lucknow, Outrani had 
command of the force detached to the other side of the river, 
crossing it finally into the town by the Iron Bridge. lie was 
then installed as Chief Commissioner of the province, and did 
much, by his conciliatory policy, to facilitate its ultimate 
pacification. Returning to Calcutta, he took his seat as a 
member of the Supreme Council, and there displayed his 
usual energy, tact, and devotion. The climate, however, 
proved too much for his already impaired health, lie left 
India for the last time in 18(10, and spent the winter of 
1861-2 in Egypt, where he seemed to have somewhat re- 
covered, and came to England for a short time last summer. 
Under medical advice, however, he again left for a milder 
climate, and repaired to Pan, residing there for several 
months. The change was unavailing, and his death occurred 
there on the 1 1 III of March, 1803, when he was but fifty-eight 
years of age. In recognition of his splendid character and 
services, his remains were honoured with a public funeral in 
Westminster Abbey, and it is hoped that the memorial 
statue which Outram's friends have voted him, and which 
has recently been executed by Mr. Noble, may be allotted a 
place in Trafalgar Square, where it will form a striking and 
not inappropriate pendant to that of his great rival, the late 
General Sir Charles Napier. 

AVaj.teb Ewf.ii, Esq., was the son of a gentleman who 
had been for some time Governor of the then British settle- 
ment of Bencoolen in the island of Sumatra. Having been 
educated at a private seminary, he proceeded to India in 1803 
as a member of the Bengal Civil Service. He joined the 
College of Fort William, at a lime when that institution was 
in full vigour as a school of Oriental literature; and having 
great natural talent for the acquisition of languages, he look 
full advantage of the facilities for those studies which it then 
afforded in an eminent degree. He distinguished himself by 
his proficiency in Persian, Arabic, and Urdu ; at the same 
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time obtaining collegiate honours by his knowledge of (lie 
lawR ami regulations of the local Government, and by the 
coni|x)sil.ion of an essay on the English language. 

On leaving college he joined the judicial branch of the ser- 
vice, and was for some time attached to the District Court of 
Rajeshye. Thence he proceeded to Aiuboynu, as First As- 
sistant to the Resident, W. U. Martin, Esq., of the Bengal 
Civil Service, holding, under that gentleman, the government 
of one of the subordinate islands, in winch he exercised the 
mixed political and judicial authority of Lieutenant-Governor. 

Itcliiriiiug to Bengal in 181 (i, he was appointed .Judge and 
Magistrate of his old district of Itajcshyc; and after holding 
that ollice for about, three years, having early become marked 
us an able administrator, lie was selected for the important 
situation of Superintendent of Police in the provinces of Hen- 
gal, Itehar, and Orissa, anil was subsequently transferred, in a 
like capacity, to the conquered and ceded provinces. This 
post he continued to occupy for nearly ten years, being at the 
same lime more than once charged with temporary commis- 
sions, involving duties of more than ordinary trust and re- 
sponsibility. 

After a short service in the Revenue Department as Com- 
missioner for Delhi, he was restored to the judicial line by an 
appointment to the high ollice of Judge of the Sudder-De- 
wanec and Nizamut-Adawlut of the Upper Provinces. This 
situation he held till his resignation of the Company's service 
in 1839-10, when he returned to England after an unbroken 
career of public duly of more than thirly-iive years, lie died 
at his residence in Portland Place, London, after a short ill- 
ness, on the 5th of January 18(iJ), at the age of seventy-eight. 

Mr. Ewer's talents were of a high order. Possessing 
great quickness in the acquisition of knowledge, and equal 
clearness in the application of it, he occupied a foremost rank 
among the public servants of the Government; and his ready 
intercourse with the inhabitants, while affording him an 
accurate knowledge of the thoughts and feelings of those 
over whom he was placed, secured' for him at the same time 
that popularity and influence among them which have never 
been withheld from any English functionary of high rank in 
whom our Indian fellow-subjects have recognised a genuine 
sympathy and interest in their welfare. 

His reading was extensive, and his scientific acquirements 
were surprisingly great, considering the comparatively little 
leisure he could command from his ollicial labours, and the 
necessarily itinerant life which those labours involved. Music, 
or astronomical observations, formed his favourite source 
of relaxation. In all his wanderings Ik; carried with him his 
piano, mid, with oilier mathematical instruments, a powerful 
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telescope. TliiB last, indeed, lie si| plied lo an unusual pur- 
l>osc, of which the mention may lie not without interest to 
this Society, viz. : when Ik; visited Delhi in 1822, that; singular 
structure, the Oootub Minar, was in such a slate or disrepair 
as to prevent any access to the inscriptions which surround 
its several galleries.* These Mr. Ewer was aide to read with 
the assistance of his tclosoo|ic of great magnifying power, 
and the result of his observations was communicated to Hit; 
Asiatic Society of Bengal in a paper which is published in 
the fourteenth volume of its Transactions — a notice which 
doubtless influenced the (,'overmuent in the adoption of mea- 
sures subsequently taken for the preservation of that and 
other interesting remains in the vicinity, lie also sent, me- 
moranda of the latitude and longitude of various places, 
determined by himself, to Arrowsmith, and to the Royal (Geo- 
graphical Society, for the correction of the then very imperfect 
maps of Upper India. 

It is to be regretted that so accomplished a scholar as 
Mr. Ewer did not, after his return from India, show a more 
sustained devotion to the cause of literature; and it is espe- 
cially lo be lamented that he caused to be destroyed a valu- 
able series of notes, in which he had recorded the results of 
much varied and extensive observation, and of which the 
value was estimated very highly by competent judges to 
whom the manuscript was communicated. They appear to 
have contained much which, without any elaborate prepara- 
tion, would have afforded materials for very interesting com- 
munications to this and other Societies. Some time before his 
death Mr. Ewer presented his astronomical instruments to the 
ltoyal Geographical Society, of which he was a member, having 
also the distinction of being a Fellow of the ltoyal Society. 

This is not the place for entering on any details of private 
life. It may suflice to state that no man could be more 
generally loved than Mr. Ewer, while his social and con- 
versational talents amply sustained his high character as 
a public functionary, and strongly impressed those who were 
brought most intimately into association with him, with a 
cordial admiration of his genius, but also with a deep regret 
that a certain indolence of dis|>osiUon should prevent the full 
development of his natural gifts, lie was, indeed, a delight- 
ful companion, ever ready lo impart his knowledge to those 
who sought it, and, while generally calm and undemonstrative 
in his demeanour, was ever a most genial and much valued 
member of the circle in which he moved. 

Coi.oNEr, CiiAiii.ics Tnonrcsiiv went first, to India in the 

• For a full lu-rouiil of (lie iiiwriplioim nt Delhi, with llicir Idlest 
readings, sec TIioiiiiis'b edition of Frinwp's works, vol. i, p. 0510. 
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year 1809, to join the Bengal Native Infantry. After passing 
his examination in the Hindustani language, he was attached 
to the 34th regiment in that force, and in 1810 went as a 
volunteer to the Mauritius. On his return he joined his 
regiment for a short period. Having leisure, then, to study, 
he act [iii red considerable proficiency in several of the Indian 
languages, ancient and modern, and was appointed to be one 
of the Secretaries of the Hindu College at Benares, where he 
continued about ten yours. After this, Lord William Bentinck, 
then Governor-General, judging that the services of this 
olliccr would be useful in the Civil Department, employed him, 
in 18115, as his Political Agent in settling the new State of 
Shekawattee. He there managed affairs so judiciously, and 
established such order in the district, that he was soon after- 
wards appointed to he Resident at Jypoor, and lastly to the 
still more important post of Resident at Nepaul at the time 
when the Sikh war broke out in 18 IK, and when there was so 
much dread of a general insurrection of the Native Powers. 
Having remained there three years, and been above forty 
years in India without a furlough to his native country, he 
resigned the service and returned to England in 1850, residing 
for the last ten years at Torquay, where his benevolence and 
liberality acquired for him the esteem and affection of a large 
circle of friends and of the inhabitants in general. 

Lieutenant-Genekal William Cullen, late of the Madras 
Artillery, went to India in 180-1, and served in the held at 
Candeish and Berar with the Hyderabad subsidiary force in 
1805-6, commanding a brigade of artillery at the surprise of a 
large Mahralta force in the former year. He was present at 
the capture, of St. Denis, in the isle of Bourbon, in 1810, and 
also with the force employed against ICuruoal in 1815. He 
attained the rank of Colonel in 1812, and that of Licutcuaut- 
Gcneral in November, 1851. Meanwhile, on the decease of 
Colonel Maclean, General Cullcn had been appointed Resident 
of Travaneore and Cochin in September, 18-10, retiring from 
that post in January, 18(50. After his retirement, he con- 
tinued to reside at Travaneore j but was on his way to the 
Neilgherries for the benefit of his health, when hi; was 
attacked at Quilnu with fever and ague, and expired at 
Allepey on the 1st of October, 18C2, at the ago of about 
seventy-six. 

REPORT OP THE ORIENTAL TRANSLATION FUND 
COMMITTEE. 

The translation of 11m Khallikan by Monsieur le Baron de 
Slane, of which two volumes and the first part of a third 
have been published, has been suspended since 1845. It was 
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resumed at Hie request of Hie Committee last year, and the 
learned translator has made considerable and satisfactory pro- 
gress in bringing the work to a conclusion. The second |i:ut 
of the third volume, and one additional volume will most 
probably complete the whole. It is proposed not to commence 
printing until the entire manuscript is nearly ready. 

It is hoped that a small volume of miscellaneous transla- 
tions may also b(! published this year. The expense of these 
publications will exhaust the resources of the fund at present 
available. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND COMMERCE. 

It was stated in the last Report that the Council had 
determined to revive the Committee or Agriculture and Com- 
merce, with the view of collecting, digesting, anil diffusing, 
information regarding the productive resources of (he East, 
and of India in particular. The Committee reported last year 
that four papers had been brought forward at their meetings. 
They have now to slate that since the issue of the last 
Report, nine papers have been read and discussed at the 
meetings which have been successively held, on the following 
subjects :— 

1. On the Production of Cotton in IScngal, by the Secretary. 

2. On the Cultivation of Cotton at the Madras Presidency, 
by the Secretary. 

3. On the Soil, Climate, and Productive Resources of East 
Berar, by Captain Meadows Taylor. 

4. On the Supply of Cotton from the East Indies, by 
Mr. Fincham. 

5. On Indian Railways, by the Secretary. 

6. On the Prospects of the Supply of Cotton from India 
in the present year, by Mr. Einchain. 

7. On the Progressyof Cotton Cultivation in (he district of 
Dharwar, by the Secretary. 

8. On the Cultivation of Flax in the Punjab, by the 
Secretary. 

9. On the Resources and Prospects of the Central Pro- 
vinces, by the Secretary. 

The Committee have to state that of the sum of £100 
placed at their disposal by the Council, (hero still remains in 
hand at the present time, £\?> 1<8«- '-id. 

They regret to observe that there has not been that 
interest manifested in the revival of these discussions, which 
they had expected to find at a lime when the material im- 
provement of the various dependencies of England, and the de- 
velopment of their resources had become an object of national 
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importance. Their meetings have been feehly attended, and 
the compilation of papers has devolved almost exclusively on 
their Secretary. In these circumstances they cannot venture 
to solicit the Council to renew the grant. Rut they would 
propose that the organisation of the Committee bo maintained, 
in order that meetings may be convened whenever papers of 
sufficient interest, and falling within the scope of the Com- 
mittee's labours, have been presented, or whenever it may be 
deemed advisable to collect information with a view to the 
discussion of any question of general importance and 
interest. 



AUDITORS' REPORT von this Yeah 1802. 

The Auditors beg to report, that they have carefully ex- 
amined the accounts of the Society for the year 1 802, and 
have found them correct. 

The balance on hand, 31st December, 18C1, was £323 !i 4 
Outstanding liabilities . . .. .. .. 230 18 5 

Leaving a balance applicable to 18G2 
The receipts in 1802, were 

Total Credit 

Expenses of the year 1802 . . . . 

In hand, 31st December, 1802 
Outstanding liabilities 

Leaving a net balance applicable to 1803 . . 

Your Auditors desire to draw the attention of the Society 
to the evident deduction from the above statement, that the 
present income is barely sullicient to meet the requirements 
of the Society, and to impress upon the minds of its Members 
the continued necessity for strenuous efforts in its favour. 

FRED. FINC11AM, Auditor for the Council. 
E. C. RAVENS1IAVV, ) . ,., . ,, ,, . 
THUS. 0U1LVY, ] Auditors for the Society. 

The reading of the Reports being concluded, Siu II. 
Rawi.inson rose and addressed the meeting as follows : 

Gentlemen, — In the absence of our zealous and accom- 
plished President, it becomes my duty to make a few obser- 
vations to you on the subject of the Annual Report, which has 
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been read to yon by our Secrol.ni}'. IF we were to CHtiniatc 
our position solely l>y (lie number of our subscribing members, 
then, no doubt, I shonld have to address you, on the present 
occasion, in tones of apprehension, if not of despondency ; for, 
sis yon will have observed, (he secessions from our ranks 
during the past year far out-number the additions. Hut our 
pecuniary condition, although a very important item in our 
welfare an a Society, is not the only — nor, indeed, the most 
essential — matter that we have to consider. So long as we 
can pay our way — and 1 see no reason at present for doubting 
that we can do so — we may go on steadily in our path, work- 
ing out unostentatiously, but still with earnestness and suc- 
cess, those great objects for which the Society was consti- 
tuted ; and we may even increase in reputation and in 
usefulness, though shorn of our numerical strength. The 
main object, indeed, to which I think our attention should be 
directed is the position that we hold as a body of Orientalists, 
in relation to the other great Oriental bodies of Europe, Asia, 
and America ; and this position depends, as 1 need hardly re- 
mind you, on the character of the papers that we publish to 
the world Here, then, there is certainly no falling off. The 
papers which have appeared in the two first parts of our 
Journal, published since the last Anniversary Meeting, are in 
every respect worthy of the Society. Two, indeed, of these 
papers, that by Mr. Thomas on Hadrian (Joins, and that by 
Mr. Dowson on the Hactrian I'ali Inscriptions, are, perhaps, 
the most important contributions that have been ever made 
to this particular branch of Eastern arohicology ; and J be- 
lieve that the forthcoming double number of the Journal will 
contain articles that will still further raise the reputation of 
our Society, both at home and abroad. The papers, also, 
that have been collected by our Committee of Agriculture 
and Commerce, and for which we are mainly indebted to the 
indefatigable Secretary of that Committee, Mr. J. O.Mai simian, 
are of the utmost value in placing before the world, in a con- 
densed form, extensive and varied information with regard 
to the productive resources of India. 

It is a rule in many Societies that the President should, at 
the Anniversary Meeting, report on the progress during the 
past year, of that branch of science for which the Society is 
specially instituted •, and it is to be hoped that hereafter, in 
our own Society, so very excellent a plan may be adopted 
and persevered in. I am not myself prepared to enter at 
present upon such a review of Oriental science. I can merely 
indicate, in the briefest manner, a few recent or forthcoming- 
works on which the Orientalists of this country may be congra- 
tulated. Firstly, then, Professor (Joldsliickcr has published 
another part of his Sanskrit Dictionary, which is, in every 
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respect, worthy of his high reputation. This dictionary, 
indeed, is a vast improvement on that published by the late 
Professor Wilson, and, when completed, will be the standard 
authority in this branch of Eastern learning-. Secondly, the 
opening volume has at last been printed of Mr. Lane's great 
Arabic Dictionary, on which that indefatigable scholar has 
been employed for the last twenty years. The remaining 
volumes will now follow in rapid succession, all the materials 
being already prepared for the press, and 1 think we may 
safely predict that this great work, which thoroughly ex- 
hausts the subject, and which is at once critical and practical, 
will, in a short time, supersede all the other Arabic lexicons 
now in use. Thirdly, tin; Itritish Museum is about to publish 
two volumes of great interest for Oriental students j one 
being a collection of J'huMiiciau Inscriptions from Carthage, 
edited and translated by Mr. Vans, and the other a series 
of llimyaric Inscriptions, which have been copied from copper 
plates brought to this country from Southern Arabia by 
General Coghlan, and which are being edited and translated 
by Mr. Pranks. 

Hut if I thus confine myself to the briefest notice in 
alluding to works of general interest to Orientalists, 1 can 
describe, in somewhat more detail, the progress of research 
and discovery in that particular branch of enquiry, which 
forms the subject of my own studies, and which has been so 
much discussed in the pages of our Journal : 1 mean, of 
course, the Cuneiform Inscriptions. 

During the past year, 1 have been principally occupied in 
examining and preparing for publication a selection from 
among the many thousand fragments of clay tablets from 
Nineveh which are preserved in the British Museum ; and 
some very important discoveries, both ethnological and his- 
torical, have resulted from this examination. Jt seems to be 
now pretty clearly ascertained that the primitive population 
which occupied the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates was of 
the Semitic family, and that this population was partially 
displaced in Babylonia, about 2500 B.C., by Turanian tribes 
from the Persian mountains. These Turanian colonists, 
moreover, appear to have brought in with them the use of 
letters, and they may be thus supposed to represent the 
Zoroastrian Modes, who, according to Bcrosus, furnished the 
first historical dynasty to Babylonia, and who are further 
generally described by the Greek traditionists as having con- 
tended with Ninus (the E|H>nyine of the Semitic race), and as 
having introduced the arts of magic (i. e., of writing) into 
Western Asia. There were probably many successive immi- 
grations of mountaineers into Babylonia and Elymais, and many 
different languages seem to have prevailed amongst the colo- 
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nint-B ; each tribe, indeed, having its own clialuct and inclepcii- 
dont vocabulary, although all belonging to ono great cllinic 
family; ami it is further curious to observe (lie largo projrnr- 
t.ion of Aryan roots and Aryan nouns which these Turanian 
inscriptions exhibit, as if llitj two races had been completely 
intermixed in their primitive seals in Central or Eastern 1'ersia. 

We also liud, that there was an independent Semitic em- 
pire in Assyria, in the. very earliest times, co-existent with a 
Turanian empire in Babylonia, and we are thus led lo suspect, 
that the chronology of Horosus, and the chronology of 
Ctcsias, which have been hitherto supposed to he absolutely 
incompatible, may be partially reconciled with each other as 
applying to two different countries. It may further be noted, 
that there is no indication of a change of dynasty in Assyria, 
from the first institution of the empire, down to the destruction 
of Nineveh, in about n.c. G2. r ) ; whereas iu Babylonia Rcveral 
successive races scorn to have risen to power, the Turanians 
being- finally expelled from the sovereignty iu the twelfth or 
thirteenth century it.c. A Turanian dialect however, con- 
tinued to he the prevailing language in Babylonia, down to 
the age of Nebuchadnezzar, or even hater. 

The most important historical result which has followed 
from the examination of the Museum tablets, has been the 
discovery of what is called the Nineveh Canon; that is, a 
catalogue of the archous, or EponyineB, who gave their names to 
the Assyrian year, extending over a period of about two cen- 
turies and a half, or from n.c. 900 to n.c. 050. Unfortunately 
although there are fragments of four independent copies 
of this canon, a complete list cannot be made out. The 
beginning is wanting in all, and the several lists close at 
different periods of history. As the durations, however, 
of the reigns of the Assyrian kings are duly marked in 
the Canon, we are able to define the dates of the contemporary 
kings of Judn.li and Israel, relatively to each oilier, and some 
very important rectifications are thus obtained of the received 
Scripture Chronology. The several copies of Ihe ('anon have 
been lithographed, in fac-simile, and will be published with 
ample illustrations in an early number of the Society's 
Journal. 

The only other subject to wliich it is necessary to refer, ib 
the discovery of a certain number of bilingual legends in 
Assyrian anil Phoenician. In (he present advanced stage of 
Cuneiform decipherment, a bilingual key can hardly be of any 
real use, as far as regards the identification of (he phonetic 
value of the different signs. It may serve, however, lo 
supply an answer to those sceptics or the school of the late 
Sir Ceorge Lewis, who require the direct testimony of a 
known language and character, before they can believe iu the 
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possibility of rending an unknown character, and resuscita- 
ting an unknown language ; and this purpose the bilingual 
legends, limited as they are in extent, may be said to have 
actually achieved; for any one may now compare an Assyrian 
name, an written in Plxciiician, with its correH|>oudcnt in 
Cuneiform, and thus satisfy himself that the phonetic powers 
which have been given to the Cuneiform signs are correct. 
The history of the discovery is simply as follows: — I had 
occasion to examine with care the whole collection in the 
British Museum of small bulging- tablets (which are for the 
most part legal documents, deeds of Bale, &c, &c.) for the 
purpose of verifying- the names of the JOponymes, which fur- 
nished the dates ; and in tho course of this examination, I 
found that in several cases there won* a few words or lines of 
Plucuician writing scratched on tin; edge of the tablet. A 
further scrutiny satislicd me that the Plnenician legend was 
a mere docket or endorsement, — slating the general purport of 
the Cuneiform text, — which had been scratched, f ir the con 
venienceof reference, on the tablet by the librarian, or keeper 
of the records, who was probably a native of Plueuicia. 
Having copied all the fragments 1 could find, 1 was thus able 
to exhibit some ten or twelve names and words written 
both in Phoenician and Cuneiform. The key, if it can be so 
called, has not furnished nic with a single new reading, and 
I cannot, therefore, consider it of any real value ; but still, as 
a mere matter of curiosity, 1 propose to publish the bilingual 
readings before long in the Society's Journal. 

Before concluding- this brief review of ('unciform progress 
during the past year, it is only proper that 1 should draw 
attention to the labours of Messieurs Oppcrt and Meiiaut, 
in France, and of Dr. II nicks and Mr. Fox Talbot, in this 
country. Although I am not prepared to accept all the 
results which (hey have put forward, and although I think, as 
a general rule, (hat the work of translation should be pursued 
with more caution and reserve than they havo usually dis- 
played, still I am bound to admit, that the papers which have 
severally appeared in the Journal Asialique and the A it utiles de 
Philosophic Cliretienne, in France, and in the Journal of the 
ltoyal Society of Literature, in our own Journal, and more re- 
cently in The Atlantis, in England, have greatly advanced our 
acquaintance with the Assyrian language ; and 1 regret ex- 
tremely, that owing to the slow process of lithography, and 
tho dilliculty of obtaining correct impressions of the minute 
and half-obliterated writing on the Museum clay tablets, I 
have not been able before this to place at the disposal of my 
fellow-labourers the second volume of the Cuneiform Inscrip- 
tions of Western Asia, which, containing as it docs, nearly !i()0 
explanatory lists and vocabularies, would have bo greatly 
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facilitated their studies, and ini|iri>ved the accuracy of their 
results. The volume in question is, however, now nearly 
completed, and will certainly be published during the cunning 
autumn. 

In conclusion 1 would only reiterate the appeal which wiih 
made last year by our accomplished President to all Uiohc 
interested in the cultivation of Ear; tern Bciencc, that they 
should rally round this Society, and by their united efforts 
place it in the proud position which it formerly occupied, as 
the Oriental mouth-piece of England. The India Hoard lias 
given proof of the intercRt which it feels in our proceedings, 
and the confidence which it reposes in us, by continuing to 
the Society the full yearly grant of two hundred guineas. 
Let us show that we appreciate this support, and are not un- 
worthy of it. 

When Sm Hknuy had concluded his remarks, C uni-.k a i. 
Uiuggs rose and proposed: 

"That the Report of the Council, with those of the Com- 
mittees and of the Auditors, be adopted for circulation, and 
that the thanks of the Society be offered to the Auditors for 
the trouble they have taken iii verifying the correctness of 
last year's accounts." 

In rising to propose this motion, Gknkkat, Unions said : 
lie congratulated the Society on its satisfactory condition as 
regarded its funds, so much improved in the last, few years. 
lie considered the Auditors entitled to our thanks for the 
voluntary labour they had bestowed in examining and testify- 
ing to the correctness of our accounts. lie could not, how- 
ever, sit down without expressing his admiration of the 
extremely interesting account which the gallant Chairman, 
our Director, had given of the progress made in the exami- 
nation of the rich stores in the arrow-headed character which 
had been brought to light by modern research, lie had heard 
this day various details of the existence in ancient times, 
among a people of whom our knowledge was still very small, 
of a methodical frame of society of which we had hitherto 
had but the most confused accounts. The discovery of (lie 
several elements of a very complicated social system had 
been mentioned to us with a clearness most admirable, and 
with proofs incontestible, which in bygone days could not 
have been hoped for. The gallant genlleman concluded by 
congratulating the Society on the eloquent discourse to which 
they had just listened with so much attention and pleasure. 

Captain W. J. Eartwick having seconded the motion, 

b 
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it was unanimously adopted ; and F. Finciiam briclly returned 
thanks for the Auditors. 

Sm ILicNitr Rawi.inson then proposed: 

" That the thanks of the Society be conveyed to the 
President, Lord Strangford, for the unstained interest he lias 
shown in every question connected with the welfare -and 
influence of the Society." 

The motion was seconded by M. I*. Edobwouth, Esq., 
and adopted unanimously; when the Knurr Hon. Holt 
Mackicn/.ik rising', moved: 

"That the thanks of the meeting- be offered to the 
Director for his valuable co-operation in conducting the 
affairs of the Society, ami for his kindness in presiding on 
the present occasion." 

In promising this resolution, Mil. Mackenzie said: He 
believed that he need say very little in support of his pro- 
posal. Every member of the Society being, he imagined, 
fully acquainted with the eminent position held by Sir J I. 
Rawliusou as an Orientalist, and with the works by which he 
had given lustre to the Transactions of the Society. They 
could not forget that in taking the oflioe of their Director, Sir 
Henry succeeded one who stood, not only among themselves, 
but by every European reputation, in the very foremost rank 
of Oriental scholars— Horace Hayinan Wilson, the worthy 
successor of their first Director, the illustrious Oolebrooke — 
and it. was no small praise to assert that he had worthily 
supplied the place of those eminent men. Hut without pre- 
suming to do more than to echo the general sentiment on 
that point, he ought, as a Member of the Council, to bear 
testimony to the constant zeal with which their Director 
exerted himself to promote the prosperity and reputation of 
the Society, and to the ellieiency with which he influenced and 
guided the proceedings of their Council. He need not say 
one word as to the obligation due to Sir Henry Uawlinson for 
the manner in which he had presided at that meeting. They 
themselves would duly estimate the interesting address with 
which he had favoured them j and though they had never 
probably shared the doubts which an ill-informed criticism 
endeavoured to cast on the results of those researches that had 
given an historical value to the Cuneiform inscriptions, and 
shed light on so large a held of ancient story, previously 
involved in darkness, they could not be but gratilied to learn 
that their Director was now able to satisfy the most in- 
credulous, by a proof scarcely less satisfactory than if he 
had been able to apjioal to a bilingual inscription of the 
monuments he had deciphered. 
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Before resuming his seat he wished (o expreRR his full 
concurrence in (.Ik: koii! iinuri (. Ilia t. there was no reason to 
despair of the future of their Society ; while there ap|iearod 
to liim many grounds on which more than ever the necessity 
of such an Institution was established, anil on which its 
Members might justly he urged to exert themselves to give 
increased life ami vigour to its proceedings, hy papers and 
discussions calculated to make Orient ul subjects, and especially 
questions relating to the great Hindu and Muslim nations 
who were their fellow-subjects of the British Crown, bettor 
known in this country than I hey now are. They could 
not hut perceive that, man)' iulhtenlial classes and persons 
otherwise distinguished hy extensive knowledge, did con- 
stantly exhibit a marvellous want of accurate information in 
regard to the East, and to the circumstances even of those 
whose dcRfiny depended largely, for good or evil, on the acts 
of the British (iovernmeiit. A curious illustration of this 
he met with a short time ago, in an ingenious work published 
hy an eminent statesman, recently lost to this country (a man 
he believed equally and deservedly loved hy his friends, ami 
lamented by the community, and who would generally be 
recognised as one of the most learned and best informed of 
our public men) — he meant the dialogue on the best form of 
government, by the late Sir G. C. Lewis. Kor in it he 
found it gravely slated that the Orientals were scarcely, if 
at all, less inferior in intellect to the Kuropeuus than they were 
superior to the Negro; and that of their literature there was 
nothing worthy of the regard of scholars, excepting (what do 
you think) the Arabian Nights' Entertainments. In the same 
work their moral condition iss|»>keu of as so utterly degraded 
(and the sentiment applied apparently to the whole of the 
vast region from the western extremity of Arabia to the 
eastern limits of China), sir to make it hopeless to think of 
their co-operation towards self-government. So also in a 
recent number of the Edinhiivijli Jlerfew, there is an able article 
attributed to a nobleman high in olliee, and at all events im- 
portant from the place where it is to be found, in which all 
private property in the land in India, unless directly bestowed 
by the Government, is apparently denied, and the right of 
Government to deal with it according (o their pleasure seems 
to be asserted or inferred. Need he in this Society state the 
momentous consequences which are likely to follow from the 
practical application of such opinions, such principles,— or how 
likely legislation, however well intenlioned, touching the 
dearest interests of the people (they all know how that |ieoplo 
clung to their native villages and paternal fields), — waR to pro- 
duce a widespread discontent, and not improbably to lead to 
results even more disastrous than that deplorable mutiny 
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which shattered the long-tried fidelity of our native army. 
And although it might appear that there in already an abun- 
dant supply of works demonstrating the fallacy of those 
opinions (on the question of land tenure, it might he sulli- 
eient to refer to the works of our esteemed colleague, General 
Ihiggs), yet ho was satisfied that tint members of this Society, 
especially those fresh from India, may perform a very valu- 
able service to their country, and highly enhance the repu- 
tation and usefulness of the Society, by the freipieut com- 
munication of papers calculated, not only to illustrate the 
ancient literature and antiquities of the East, but to present 
to those who read our Journal or attend our meetings, a 
lively picture of its present condition and of the changes 
which, ofte.u unperceived or unheeded by the Government, the 
circumstances, opinions, and feelings of the people, more es- 
pecially of their leading classes, are slowly but surely under- 
going. Jin had always thought that details of the circum- 
stances of single villages, collected on the spot or gathered 
from the lips of the inhabitants, might be made eminently 
interesting and instructive ; and he would venture to sug- 
gest that by a simple record of such observations, the 
result of enquiries in single villages, situate in different dis- 
tricts, and occupied by different races or castes, the members 
of the Society, es|>ceially non-resident members still abroad, 
might greatly enrich our transactions, and contribute tothera 
matter not only of high interest to the curious inquirer, but 
of essential value to the legislator and the statesman. 

Sut KitKDiiuioK IlAixioAr, K.U.B., having seconded tho 
motion, it was duly carried, and Siu Ihctmv Hawunson re- 
turned thanks to the meeting as follows : — 

It is no easy task to fill with credit the office of Director, 
lately held by one! so able as the lamented Professor Wilson. 
1 can only assure the meeting that 1 am animated with an 
equal interest in the cause, and will do iny best to fulfil the 
duties of the office. I thank Mr. Mackenzie for the flattering 
terms in which that gentleman has spoken of me, and 1 echo 
most sincerely that which has fallen from him in respect to the 
impolicy, as well as the injustice, of infringing the rights of 
our Indian fellow-subjects, by interfering with their tenure of 
the land. The Government would, however, from the tenor of 
I he recent debate on (he subject, appear to be aware of the 
danger of such an interference, and 1 trust, therefore, that 
tin? fears expressed by Mr. Mackenzie, are never likely to be 
fulfilled. 

ft was then proposed by K. ('. Uavknhiiaw, lOsy., seconded 
by T. Ocilvv, I'Jso,., and unanimously adopted: 
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" That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Vice- 
Presidents ami Council for their efficient services in managing 
the business of the Society." 

The llimiT Hon. II. Mackknziic acknowledged the vote 
for the Vice-Presidents and Council, and it was then proponed 
by Sm Cjiahlks Nicholson, Baiit. : 

"That the thanks of the Society bo tendered to the 
Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, and especially to 
its Honorary Secretary, J. C. Marshinan, Esq., for tlie valuable 
papers communicated during the past year." 

In moving' this resolution Sm C. Nicholson stated as 
follows : — 

It had been appropriately observed by their Chairman, 
Sir II. Rnwlinson, that the objects of the Royal Asiatic Society 
were twofold— practical as well as scientific. He (Sir C. 
Nicholson) believed that few objects, at the present moment, 
could be regarded as of greater importance as affecting our 
national welfare than those relating to the capabilities of 
India in the production of cotton. lie had, within the last 
fifteen months, had an opportunity of visiting (hose Presi- 
dencies ; and, although his journey was rapid, and his oppor- 
tunities of observation limited, be had, nevertheless, arrived 
at certain convictions respecting our great Indian Empire, 
which, but for such brief personal experience-, he should never 
have otherwise acquired. lie might say, generally, that two 
conclusions had been forced upon his mind. One was the 
difficulty, if not impossibility, of anyone being able properly to 
appreciate India, or to deal with its vast and complicated 
interests, who had never been in the country. The other 
was as to the vast, and he would say unlimited, capabilities of 
India for the production of the great staple article upon the 
supply of which the prosperity of the manufacturing popula- 
tion of England so largely depended, lie was satisfied that 
it only required time, and the increased facilities of transport 
which were now being so continually carried out bv means of 
railways and water communication, to enable our Indian 
possessions to meet all the demands of our manufacturing 
industry. It was not in cotton alone, but in sugar, tea, 
coffee, and all the varied vegetable productions of Hie tropics, 
that India had unbounded (though, at the present moment, to 
a great extent untried) capabilities. It was most desirable that 
enquiries such as those instituted by the Royal Asiatic Society 
should be prosecuted. Jlc might add that much interest 
would be felt in investigations such as these here referred to, 
in other parts of the British Empire. The northern portions 
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of Australia bore many points of resemblance to India in 
climate and soil, and good efforts were being made in that 
direction towards the cultivation of the cotton plant. The 
reports which had emanated from the Committee of this 
Society would be highly prized by the colonists of Queens- 
laud, and would, he doubted not, be found most useful in the 
hints and directions they afforded. Roforo concluding the 
few brief remarks he hud to offer, he would just allude 
briefly to another topic. Much credit had properly been ac- 
corded to the government of India for its desire to preserve 
(lie ancient monuments of that country. On a recent occa- 
sion, however, when at Delhi, he had noticed with regret that 
one of the great Anoka pillars or hits, on the north side of the 
city, and near the line of entrenchments occupied by our 
troops during the late mutiny, was lying prostrate on the 
ground, broken into two or three fragments, and in a position 
where it was constantly liable to abrasion by carts and car- 
riages passing in its neighbourhood, lie suggested whether 
some attempt should not be made either for its re-erection, or, 
at all events, for enclosing it within a fence, so as to protect 
it from further injury. 

The motion having been seconded by Edwakd Nonius, Esq., 
was adopted new. con., and Mit. Finuiiam, in returning thanks 
for the Committee of Agriculture and Commerce, expressed 
how much he regretted the absence of the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Mr. Marshinun, to whom they were almost entirely 
indebted for the valuable communications which had been 
mentioned in the Report. The revival of the Committee, after 
being twenty years in abeyance, appeared to him expedient 
under the trying circumstances in which the great cotton 
interest was placed by the failure of the supply of the raw 
material, and in the hope of aiding, in some degree, tin! efforts 
of Government to meet the exigency, lie regretted that the 
attendance of Members had not been so numerous as had 
been anticipated. 

It was finally proposed by Geneiiai. linioos, and seconded 
by J. W. Bosanqukt, Esq. : 

" That the thanks of the meeting be given to the 
Secretary, to the Honorary Secretary and Librarian, and 
to the Tieasurer, for their respective services since the last 
anniversary." 

In pro|iosing this motion, General Itmuos observed in a 
few words that the duties undertaken and so ellicienlly per- 
formed by the several Officers of the Society included in its 
terms, merited their cordial thanks, and he hud little doubt 
that they would be given unanimously. 
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15. Nonius, Esq., Honorary .Secretary and Librarian, having 
replied in the name of the Olliecrs, Captain Eastwiek and 
Mr. Edgeworlh were solicited t.n undertake (lie duties of 
Scrutineers; ami (lie Ballot being had recourse to for the 
Election of Officers and nix new Members of Council, the 
following' rcHiilt was declared by the Director, who further 
congratulated the Society on having secured the support of 
General Briggs, as one of the Vice-Presidents, and paid a 
well-merited tribute! to his long and able service in the cause 
of Oriental Literature. 

Director — Major-Gen. Sir 11. 0. Rawlinson, K.C.B., D.C.L., 
F.R.S. 

Treasurer — Edward Thomas, Esq. 

Secretary— James Win. Eedhouse, Esq. 

Honorary Secretary and Librarian — Edwin Norris, Esq. 

Council — Thomas Ba/.lcy, Esq., M.P. ; J. W. Bosanqnet, 
Esq. ; John Dickinson, Esq. ; Mounstiiart Elphinstoiie Grant 
Duff, Esq., M.P. ; M. P. Edgeworlh, 15sq. ; James Fcrgusson, 
Esq.; Frederick Eiiioliam, Esq. ; Professor T. Goldstiicker ; 
Sir Frederick llalliday; John C. Marshnian, Esq.; Edward 
Stanley Poole, Esq.; Patrick Boyle Smollett, Esq., M.P. ; 
Col. W. II. Sykes, M.P., FR.S.; Dr. Forbes Watson; Major- 
Gen. Sir A. S. Waugh, C.B. 

At the conclusion of Sin Tl. Rawi.inson's eulogium, 
Gunhiiai. Bkkjos again rose and said, that Ik; had great 
pleasure in offering his thanks to the meeting for the honour 
conferred on him by his election, and especially to the gallant. 
Chairman Tor his encomiums, and to the Right lion. Jlolt 
Mackenzie, who had also in his speech adverted to the services 
of the gallant General as a Member of the Society, and 
particularly to his labours in illustrating the nature of landed 
tenures in India. 

After which, the gallant General continued : 

"I believe I am one of the oldest surviving Members of 
this Society. It is true 1 have occasionally served on its 
Council, and have from time to lime contributed to its Trans- 
actions ; but it cannot be expected at my time of life that I 
should be able to do much more for it, and I consider the 
honour of a Vice-Presidentship now conferred, a sort of de- 
coration, a kind of K.C.B.-ship, for services performed during 
a very long career. 

"It is more than sixty-two years since I first sailed for 
India, and 1 have continued in the public service till the 
present time. Thirty-three years of that period have been 
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spent in India and in Persia in active employ. It lias been my 
pleasure as well as my duty to study the languages and 
the institutions of the people among whom I was placed, and 
occasionally to publish, through this Society and other 
channels, the results of my investigations. As my Right 
Hon. friend has especially adverted to my labours on the 
subject of the landed tenures of India, 1 may at such a time 
as the present offer an opinion in support of what he has so 
clearly slated to-day on the indefeasible right of certain 
clashes of our native subjects to the lauds they occupy, or 
which are included within the recognised limits of any town- 
ship. With respect to tin; Madras Presidency, to which I 
belong, 1 am prepared to show that, with the exception of tho 
land on which Fort St. George stands, partly purchased, and 
partly conquered from the Portuguese, the Government 
neither had nor has a right to any spot of land as large 
as that on which this house stands unless it has been regu- 
larly bought. In illustration of which, I may advert to an 
instance wherein one of the Judges of the Small (Joint in 
Madras was coui|telled very lately to pay for a spot of land 
on the sea-shore which he desired to enclose, and on which he 
wished to pitch his tents, before he could do so. The pur- 
chase was concluded with • the tenant for £10; but the su- 
perior landlord afterwards disputed the validity of the Bale, 
and the Judge had to pay £5 in addition, to render the sale 
valid. This anecdote 1 had from the J udge himself, whom 1 
am in the habit of seeing every day. 

The gallant General said he might say much more on 
this subject, but he would not detain the meeting any longer, 
beyond repeating his sense of the honour conferred on him, 
the duties attendant upon which, as far as his health and 
other circumstances permitted, he would endeavour to fullil." 

Sin HiCNitr Hawi.inson then declared the meeting ad- 
journed to Monday, the 1st of June. 
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